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that the duty to children is less felt since the State
has charged itself with the care of seeing that they
are not positively starved or allowed to run wild. A
fourth is, that partly from experience, and partly
through the influence of modern notions of heredity,
a wife knows that her husband's license is a wrong
inflicted upon her own children.1 They only receive
divided tenderness, and succeed to a diminished
estate ; they inherit depravity, if they do not inherit
disease. A fifth is, that the legislator has found it
convenient everywhere to relieve the married woman
from tutelage in certain important particulars ; to
make her responsible for her acts, capable of bearing
witness against her husband, and able to own pro-
perty in her own right. A sixth is, that the religious
sanctions of marriage are less regarded since society
has become increasingly secular. A seventh is, that
as the whole conditions of industry have changed, a
wife's work is less important to her husband, and the
unprotected woman is more easily able to earn a
living for herself. To stay at home and spin wool,
or sew, would often be very unthrifty conduct in a
modern wife, who can make more out of doors as a
laundress, a charwoman, a factory operative, or an
employee in a shop. To all these causes of change
we may add, that the law for very shame is relaxing
the old harshness which was part of a logical theory.
The woman who separates from her husband can
now keep her children, so far as is consistent with
their own good ; and cannot be tortured, as was once
possible, by having to renounce the privileges she
bought with maternity if she will not live with a

1 M. de Pressense put this argument very powerfully in tho debates
that led to giving the liberty of divorce in France.                f